Handout on Group Homework

1.  By the second day of class, students will form groups of 3 or 4.  Each group will have to establish either a time and place to meet each week, or some way of having a group discussion (perhaps over email).  Each week, a different member of the group will be responsible for leading the discussion and turning in a report.  The group should schedule in advance who will be the leader for each week of the term.

2.  The discussion leader for the week should choose some of the questions in the text to raise among the group.  Some questions might fall flat, while others lead to some interesting discussion.  It is the responsibility of the leader to put together a summary of the most interesting part of the discussion -- what the question was, how different members responded, what further questions or objections were raised, etc.  This summary should be written in the form of a 1-page report (about 200-300 words) and delivered or emailed to the instructor before the start of class on the following Monday.

3.  NO LATE REPORTS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR ANY REASON.  NO “MAKE-UPS” OR EXTRA CREDIT.  

4.  Each report will be marked as a “poor (1),” “adequate (2),” or “excellent (3).”  Everything counts -- grammar, spelling, clarity, precision,  depth.   At the end of the term, the scores will be totaled, and grades distributed on the basis of the performance of all the groups (that is, the grade will be ‘curved’).  The main thing I’m looking for is evidence of a serious and interesting discussion.

5.  Recommendation: use the strengths of your group to overcome any weaknesses.  Suppose that Adam, Eve, and Cain are in a group.  Eve is an excellent writer, but Cain is not.  It is Cain’s turn to write the report.  He should do the best job he can, and circulate it among Adam and Eve for comments, suggestions, and corrections.  Then he should fix it up and turn it in.  Students should help each other -- but make sure that it really is help, and not one person doing all the work.

Sample report (from the “East of Edeners” group  -- Adam, Eve, and Cain)

(Prepared by Cain.)  Our group discussed why Aeschylus, in his play “The Eumenides,” says that the Furies should have some say in whether citizens and households prosper.  First, Adam thought that Athena had to give the Furies some power, just so that they would submit to the court’s decision.  But Eve thought there had to be more to it than that.  She thought that the Furies maybe represented a kind of spirit of the people, so that Aeschylus was saying that no citizen or household will prosper unless they “get with the program” and support the government.  Adam didn’t think that was likely, since the Furies seem so violent and destructive, and they could never agree to that.  But Eve pointed out that (for whatever reason) the Furies changed into flag-waving supporters of Athens, and their hymn ended up sounding like a kind of patriotic hymn.  Cain thought something else was going on: he thought that Aeschylus was saying that we need to take our primitive power and redirect it toward something more positive.  The Furies are a symbol of our violent past, and Aeschylus is trying to get us to change it into a force for civilization.  Eve didn’t see how that was different from what she was saying, but Adam pointed out that being “pro-civilization” is different from simply being “pro-Athens.”

6.  Each report should indicate who prepared it.  Also, make note of any absences, or if a member of the group did not participate at all.

7.  You may turn in the report at the beginning of class, Monday, or by email.  If you submit the report be email, simply put the report in the body of the email message; please don’t put it in an attachment.
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Day and time to meet, or will you discuss over email?

________________________________________________________________________
