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	Searching PsycInfo
PsycInfo is the most important database for psychology researchers.  It covers U.S. and international items published from 1887 to present.  It provides great flexibility in limiting to population, type of publication, etc.


Getting started – PORT – ‘Psychology Online Research Tutorial’

http://www.library.gsu.edu/tutorials/port/ - When you see “FindIt@GSU” use ArticleLinker, which is our USU shortcut.

Now you’re ready to access the PsycInfo Database
· From the Libraries Home Page – library.usu.edu

· Scroll down to ‘Find a Database’ (lower right) 

· Choose ‘Social Sciences’

· Choose ‘PsycINFO via EBSCO Host’ 

Search Using the Thesaurus

Using the database’s own vocabulary can help you get more focused results.  (FYI, some databases label their list of terms “Subjects,” or “Subject Terms,” rather than “Thesaurus.”)

Let’s try a sample search for peer-reviewed, empirical articles on the topic of aggression and dating—

· Click on the ‘Thesaurus’ link at the top to explore the PsycINFO vocabulary.

· In the yellow ‘Browse for:’ box, type a sample search term  – aggression.  Click on ‘aggressive behavior.’  Click on Add to make this phrase part of your search. 

· Now put ‘dating’ in the ‘Browse for:’ box.  Turns out that’s not the term PsycINFO uses either.

· Click on ‘Social Dating.’  Check the box to the left, change the ‘or’ to an ‘and,’ and click on Add to add this phrase to your search.  Click on Search to view your results.

Refining your search

· Click on the ‘Refine Search’ tab to limit your results (thus getting a more focused result list).

· Under Publication Type, click on ‘Peer Reviewed Journal.’  Be sure to do this step in order to retrieve citations to scholarly articles.

· Under Methodology, click on ‘Empirical Study.’  Click on Search.

· Experiment with other limiters, but be careful not to use too many!  This sometimes leads to getting zero hits.
· If at first you don’t succeed, try something different!  Notice the list of related terms in the yellow box on the left.  You could try clicking on them, or you could substitute some of them for terms you’ve tried.  Brainstorm with others, combine terms in new ways.  Ask a librarian for help if you’re not getting useful results.

Choosing articles

Don’t be in a rush to choose articles.  You want to choose ones that will answer your questions.  Click  on the title.  Read the abstract.  Look over the subjects listed below.
Finding journals at USU
Follow the directions in Article Linker to search the catalog to find the call number of a current journal located on the 2nd floor; to get an older volume out of the BARN (Borrower’s Automated Retrieval Network); to get an interlibrary loan (if USU doesn’t own a copy); or to e-mail a librarian for more help. 

	Get help in the library!  Go to the Information Desk.  It’s on the left as you enter.  Librarians can help you learn how to use database features, choose appropriate keywords, and expand or narrow your topic.


For more help, contact Wendy Holliday, Psychology Librarian, Merrill-Cazier Library

(435) 770-0731

wendy.holliday@usu.edu
